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25X1A 1."0n the Polish Communist press gave publicicy to a great
catastropun. in the coal mine of Barbara Wyzwolenie, in which several dozon
mlaers lost their lives. Accordiug to the official communique, a fire
burst out im the mine, blocking the exit for the miners. The communiqas
blamad saboteurs fwr the mccident. At the sape time editorials demandod
increased control of safety measarws and modernization of mnining equipmeat.
The fact that for the first time the government decided to give publicity
to an accident and promised to find the bersona respousibdble and improve
conditions im the mire: ig P-oof that indignation among mimers must do
great. HNever before mave any accidemts in mines or factories been given
Publicity despite the fact that suca ipcidents oconr rather of'ten.

25X1X 2. M 1t 15 completely wrong to say that the se-cident was provoked by
sabotage. Despite the strong resistance amovg miners against the preseat
Tulers of Polanl, the miners woald never commit a sabotage of that kind.
Soliderity among miners is considerable; never would they do apything which
could endanger so many lives.
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3. -pals An Nowa Muta who had work=d in the mines.
there axre few volunteers for the budly pald and d=wngercus miners k.
Since tlwe pay for every to- of coal produced has been cut down and norms
increased, a miner makes at best 1,000 zloty per month. Only pitmen
(sztygarze) can esrn wp to 2,000 zl. So miners try to leave the mimms aud
louk for essier and “etter-psid work elsewhere. This has ceused o shortage
of mipers and forced the authorities to carry on a tremendous campaign for
voluntary miners aaong the country youth, and also to send young men on
compulsoxry work inm mines. For this purpose military comscripts are used.
Men who are regarded as politically unreliable, suck as sons of kulaks or of
the former bourgeoisie, former members of the Polish Army in the Wes:, etc.,
are sent to such work. They work there for the three years of regular
military service without going through any real ailitary trainiog in a
regiment. Also all sorts of appremtices in various mechanical schools
oonnected with miming in soae vay (eg ‘electric-mechanical’ schools) or
Just boys from any mechapical amd industrial schools in Silesia are seat to
work in the mines for some tims. These boys wsually get a scholmrship for
their stwaies and are obliged to work without salary in the mines. This is
8l50 the case with soldiers. At best they can get sawe premium for havime
overreached i heir morms. It ig clear that the conscripts and the boys from
5cho0l, who are hcused in special barracks and dressed iz 8P (Slezba Folsdce) 25X1A
uwniforms, bave kmd &t pPrevicous training in the piners® difficult job. ™ThRere
oare many accidents with fatal results. Working in Szczecin ﬁ,_ 25X1X
on several occasicas young women who were widows. how and whan
they lost their hasbands they said, my husband was a conscript. Bwt how vas 25X1X
he killed? The reply wes: 'In the mines.® Feople xnow that. The chief
fear af & Folish youth 1s to %e sent to the mines - which are regexded sg -

real Matorgs-(forced lavor) ¢

h. "The couscripc tattalions are called Wojskowe Butaliony Pracy. Scme formor
members of these btattalioms told me that mccidents had occurred nostly through
lack of imspection and of proper training of the workers. The orders of the
anthorities to exploit the mines to the greatest possible extent result im
all rules of security teing set aside. ‘i;se Props in the mines are of poor
quality snd collapse frequwently. As some mimes have sever atories; the pan-
sages are propped by so-called pillars (nlnrz). But the pa..ars contaim
considerabie quantities of coml. Workers have told me that siace so mmch
coal ig néeded for exXport, orders have beem given to remove evon the pillars.
The ongineers refuse te do so. Meetings and confersnces take place in Warszawa
about every such pilimr which has to Be removed. The engincers are thereby
put 1nto a delicate position. If they refuse, the Communist authorities in
Warsaw accuse them of sabotaging the exploitation of the mime ; 1f they egxee,
they risk an accident. Sometimes houses in Silesian towns get deatxroyed
becouse of re~moved mine pillars in the mines under t:e towns. Orders to econo-
mige in the p.ts vesult in ‘.50 few props being used; asometimus pasudges cave
in. Ths fact that the “-st props (kopalniaki) are sent abrosd asd inferior
ones used 1R Poliow mines is sanother resson for catastrophes. Mineras used
to say: ‘What is good goes to the USHR; what 1s bad is used at home' ('Co
dobre idaie zagranice, co liche zostaje w nas'.). The ventilation aystem
in the mines is bad. This result: in gas accumulations , which was gurely the

cause of the March acetident.

5. "The coal output in Silesia, particularly in the Walbrzych district, is con-
sistentiy falling off. In 1950 a miner still preduced osne ton of coal per
25X1A enift; now (I :is output is no mere then 600-700 kg. The ressons
for this are the semse. ess plans, inefficient working methods and depreciation
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of the equipment. .he managemont ic pretty inefficleat and too froguently
reorgowized; - og, since 1945 the great Wiktoria mime Las bad zo laas than
20 masgors. Up to 190 the mansgement wvas in * e bands of Polish special-
ists; they bove mow-all left wnder ons pretext or amother ss they could mot
approve the crasy plans and rorosaw that they wowld emd im failure. Simce
1948 tho mine has dbeen administergd by nen-professionnl CF Ppeople. In order
to fulfdil the plaks, these menagers week for coal blocks. ¥o pide pas-
seges are made, no docp boring umdertaken. As a result, in 1953

coal had to -be tramsported underground for up to eigat km. hafore it cowla
be hauwlod wp; this has led o cessive wear and tomr on cthe trsmsport
equipment. Spure parts ai'e .n extremely short supply anw iR sOm® cases
&ltogether unsvallable, sspeclally whkere the machimory is of Germen origin.
Some now Soviet machincs have been hrought to the distiict but break down
often as they arc uoadapted to the Walbriych sines.” H
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